
Things God Can Do
Daniel 4

God can warn us about the result of living pridefully for our 
kingdom rather than for His (4-18)

After all that has happened to King Nebuchadnezzar up to 
this point in the book of Daniel, the king could have and should 
have turned in complete faith to the One and Only God of gods 
and Lord of kings, but he didn't. King Nebuchadnezzar was still 
reigning in his kingdom and in his life. King Nebuchadnezzar still 
hadn't personally responded to what He recognized about who 
God is. Because of this, God could have given up on King 
Nebuchadnezzar. God could have left him in the dark on what was 
coming in his life based on the choices that he had made in life, 
but God didn't. In His grace, God came to Nebuchadnezzar in a 
way that would grab his attention, giving him a dream about the 
future of the king's kingdom and the king's life. In His grace, God 
gave Nebuchadnezzar a warning about the results of prideful 
living. God didn't have to do all of this, but in His grace, God did!
1. After all of the incredible ways that God had revealed Himself 

to Nebuchadnezzar, the king was still living pridefully for 
himself and not for God. In giving Nebuchadnezzar this 
warning dream, what does it tell us about who God is?

2. Read Exodus 34:6-7. What characteristics of God do you see 
in the way that God gives the king this warning?

3. Has God ever given you a warning through His Word, giving 
you a sense of what was coming as a result of some prideful 
and selfish actions in your life?

4. Is there someone that you know who needs a warning about 
what's coming as a result of prideful living? Pray for them.

God can give us an opportunity to repent and experience His 
grace rather than His judgment (19-27)

While none of the wisemen before Daniel could interpret 
the king's dream, Daniel can interpret the dream. There's a 
problem though: The interpretation is not good. Daniel knows that 
the dream is God's warning to the king. Daniel knows that the 
dream is all about the impending judgment that is coming on 
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel knows that the judgment won't just affect 
Nebuchadnezzar, but it will affect all of the kingdom! So Daniel 
does exactly what God wants him to do. Daniel doesn't just deliver 
the explanation of the king's dream, but he calls the king to 
respond to the warning that God's given to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
God could have just laid out the judgment and not offered an 
opportunity for repentance and forgiveness, but God didn't. In His 
grace, God offered King Nebuchadnezzar an opportunity to 
repent. In His grace, God offered the king an opportunity to 
experience His grace rather than His judgment. God didn't have to 
do all of this, but in His grace, God did!
1. Read John 3:17. What does this tell us about the purpose of 

God's warnings and conviction in people's lives?
2. Daniel seems to say that the king can do something to earn 

God's grace. Is this right, or is the "separating" or "breaking 
off" in verse 27 what's important? What is this referencing?
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3. When has God given you a clear opportunity to repent? What 
did you do?

4. Like Daniel, is God giving you the opportunity to encourage 
someone else to repent? Pray for love and courage to offer the 
call of repentance that's needed.

God can take away all of the power and glory that we think 
that we have in life (28-33)

God gave Nebuchadnezzar a full year to consider the 
implications of the warning and to respond to the opportunity to 
repent, but King Nebuchadnezzar didn't take the opportunity. The 
king didn't repent. In fact, the king continued to grow more 
prideful. Although he had already been told that all that he had 
and all of his kingdom had come from God, King Nebuchadnezzar 
didn't acknowledge God for what He had done for the king and for 
Babylon. Instead, King Nebuchadnezzar looked at the kingdom of 
Babylon with pride, and the king took the credit for all of the power 
and the glory of the Kingdom of Babylon. Then in an instant, God 
took it all away. It can happen just that quickly. The power and the 
glory that the king thought was his was taken from him in the 
blink-of-an-eye. The period of grace and the opportunity to repent 
was gone. The time had come to bring down the king who was so 
prideful. All the power that Nebuchadnezzar thought he had and 
all of the glory that Nebuchadnezzar thought he enjoyed 
disappeared. God didn't have to do all of this, but in His grace, 
God did!
1. Have you ever lost something that you thought that you had 

control over? How did you react?
2. Just because God can take away all that we have, does this 

mean that every loss is the result of His judgment on us?
3. Are there things that you are pridefully holding on to and 

owning as yours? Take time to share and prayerfully give 
those things to the Lord.

God can restore what we've destroyed in life when we truly 
turn to bless and to honor Him (1-3; 34-37)

God could have left Nebuchadnezzar right where he was, 
with all of his pride and all of his kingdom destroyed, but He didn't. 
In His grace, God allowed Nebuchadnezzar's reason to return to 
him, and this time, it appears that Nebuchadnezzar finally took 
advantage of the opportunity that God had given him. Rather than 
cursing God for the judgment that He had brought on the king, the 
king blessed God for His just and right judgments in his life. 
Instead of dishonoring God by continuing to not respond to Him in 
repentance, Nebuchadnezzar honors God by finally confessing 
who God is in His life: The Most High and the King of heaven. In 
His grace, God accepted Nebuchadnezzar's humble confession of 
faith. In His grace, God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to be returned to 
his position of authority and honor in the kingdom of Babylon. In 
His grace, God restored what Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed in 
his life. God didn't have to do all of this, but in His grace, God did!
1. Read Daniel 4:2. God's warnings and judgments were all "for" 

Nebuchadnezzar: For his good! How could he see it this way?
2. Have you experienced God doing things "for" you in this way? 

Share some examples. Praise God for what He does for us!

Sunday, February 15, 2015


